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rusalem. Jetty had a brother who died 
in New York in 1940 and I am in 
contact with his granddaughter, as 
well as other cousins, all in the US. 
This adds a new branch to their fam-
ily, with at least one living descen-
dant. 

In 1992, eighty-three year old 
Markus Pickholtz of Detroit inquired 
about Rachel Pickholz, her son, 
daughter and daughter-in-law, all of 
Mikolayev. Rachel’s parents were 
Josef Pickholz and Gittel Grunwald 
and her husband (who I later learned 
had died in the 1930s) was Isak 
Dreier. Markus never actually went 
by “Pickholtz” (or any other of his 
family’s names!) in the US, but I 
found that he died in 2001 in Chi-
cago. He has two daughters, one a 
prominent member of the Chicago 
Jewish community, whom I know 
from my own Chicago adventures. 
She was able to help me fill in the 
picture from her side and I was able 
to send her birth records for her 
grandmother, great-aunt, great-
grandfather and others, as well as 
Kollel Galicia records which indi-
cated the approximate death dates of 
Isak Dreier and Josef Pickholz in the 
1930s. All this has led me to some 
new conclusions about the main Pik-
holz family from Rozdol, conclu-
sions which will be written up sepa-

rately. Markus is buried in Jerusa-
lem. 

There is a card for Hersch, born 
1905 in Rozdol to Pinkas Pickholz 
and Vittie Dreier. We have a birth 
record (1883) for Israel-Hersch, born 
to this same couple. I will be curious 
to see a clarification of the dates as 
well as to learn how close Vittie 
Dreier is to Isak Dreier above. 

Szlomo Pickholz, was born in 
Grzmaylow (1911) to Israel Pikholz 
and Necha Birnbaum. I know who he 
is and I have some one-way contact 
with his daughter here in Israel, but 
we know very little and I want to see 
if the full files can tell us more. 
There are also cards for Israel and 
Necha, both listed as Birnbaum and 
both born 1869 in Grzmaylow. 

There were cards for Israel 
(1920), Raisel (1922) and Matias 
(1926), children of Schmuel Pickholz 
and Lea Lauterbach of Boryslaw. I 
believe that this Schmuel survived 
the war and is buried in Netanya, but 
I have no actual corroboration. 

Sara Teitelbaum Pickholz, 
daughter of Schmuel Teitelbaum and 
Chaya Loewenstein, was born 1907 
in Ostrolenko Poland. She went to 
Israel after the War, but I have never 
found such a person here. I don't 
know who her husband is or if they 
had children. I might get lucky with 

an inquiry to the Central Zionist Ar-
chives.  

Klara Mandler Pickholz was 
born 1905, in Stanislawow. Pamela 
sent me the full document, from 
which this card was made and it told 
me her parents’ names and that her 
husband was Herman. I have two 
Herman Pickholz, born 1895 and 
1896, so she may be the wife of one 
of them.  

Friede Pickholz Halpern Hellen-
berg was born 1893 in Boian / Czer-
novitz and married to Mendel 
(Halpern?). Lea Pickholz Keller was 
born 1906 Drohobycz to Benzion 
and Rivka Rachel. [Insert stage di-
rection to shrug shoulders.] 

Then we have Granek Pickholz 
(1908), Besa Pickholz (1890), Chaim 
Pickholz (1924), Estera Pickholz - 
not even a year of birth, Hana 
Kutschik Pickholz (1924 Gorki), 
Maurice Pickholz (1906 Czernovitz), 
Mitel Pickholz… Chaim and Hana 
may be a married couple, but for the 
rest we can only wait to see if Arol-
sen has more. 

 
Finding all the above in the database 
at Yad Vashem and sorting them out 
from among the previously known 
Pikholz descendants was probably a 
matter of three or four hours, half an 
hour from home. In that sense, you 
might call it “A Poor Man’s Arol-
sen,” since it contains only part of 
what Arolsen offers, without the ex-
pense of going to Germany. I prefer 
to think of it as a key to Arolsen, as 
each card carries an ITS file number, 
making the eventual German search 
easier and quicker. But more impor-
tant, much of this material stands on 
its own, either with the detail of the 
Schaffer, Margel and Dreier families 
above or as introductions to the oth-
ers that I discovered. 

 

 


